
1. Sustainability

- The production of a standard personal vehicle (s.p.v.) requires approximately 40 tons of new materials and 

pollutes 932 Mio cubic meters of air. The scraping of the same s.p.v. (after ten years of use) creates another 26, 

7 tons of refuse/scrape as well as 102  Mio cubic meters of polluted air. These numbers include the energy and 

raw materials needs for the construction of the components and the factories which develop, produce and scrap 

the vehicles.  *1

- A properly maintained or restored classic motorcar only reaches the same environmental impact as the 

production of a new car after approximately 30 years. * 2

- It is evident that a classic car owner who cares for and maintains his vehicle for decades has a substantially 

reduced adverse impact on the environment as compared to the frequent new car buyer.

2. Classic cars and CO2 exhaust

- At optimal consumption one liter of petrol produces 2.370 gr. of CO2; a liter of diesel produces 2.650 gr. of 

CO2. The more efficient the consumption the less CO and the more CO2 are released into the atmosphere. (a 

catalyzed vehicle releases 3 to 5% more CO2 because the converter oxidize the CO to CO2.)   *3

- A classic car with a consumption of 10 liters/100km does not release more CO2 then a modern car with a similar 

consumption.

- The CO2 output depends in large part on the personal sensibility of the driver rather than the age of the vehicle.

Facts and figures:

- 255 million vehicles are registered in the E.U. of which only 1,5 million are classic vehicles representing less 

then 0,8%

- Of those 1,5 million approximately 1,05 million drive less than 1.500 km per year.

- Only 0, 07% of the total km driven in Europe are driven by classic vehicles. (1,4 bio. versus 2,2 trio) *4

These facts lead to the conclusion that classic vehicle owners are not significantly contributing to climate change. 

(if, indeed, climate change is due to human activity.)

 3. Maintenance of technical & cultural heritage

- The historic vehicle owner contributes daily to the European economy while maintaining the vehicles in an 

environmentally sound manner.

A few more facts and figures_

- The European classic vehicle industry currently employs more than 55.000 people.

- The European classic vehicle industry generates more than 16 billion € turnover.

- Throughout Europe, more than 786.000 enthusiasts are devoted to the maintenance of this technical and cultural 

heritage.

Historic vehicle owners deserve the right to put these witnesses of the recent past to their original use; drive and 

enjoy these vehicles without restrictions in the daily traffic on public roads while recognizing and respecting 

environmental responsibilities.

*1 Ökobilanzen von Fahrzeugen (UPI Bericht No 25) / 2* Greenpeace report UK 1990 / *3 WIKIPEDIA : http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/benzin

*4 FIVA Research Report 2006 : http : // fiva.org ./..

http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/benzin
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